Protecting Your Finances – How to Avoid Investment Frauds and Scams
Investment fraud is a billion dollar industry in Canada. Scams are constantly evolving, and scam artists work to gain your trust to make it easier to take your money. Some scam artists establish their credibility by joining affinity groups – groups that are organized around a common interest such as sports, hobbies, religion or social activities – which makes it easier to for them to target potential victims.
Did you know your age or lifestyle may increase your chances of being approached by a scam artist?  For example, if you live on a fixed income you are more vulnerable to changes in interest rates, and con artists will seek you out when interest rates are low. If you are often home to answer the phone or the doorbell, actively involved in community groups or frequently alone, you also may be at an increased risk of investment fraud.
Here are some tips to protect your money:
· Learn to recognize the warning signs of fraud.
· Don’t allow your emotions to take control of your money.

· Check the registration of the person offering you the investment with your local securities regulator.

· Always get a written agreement, and read it carefully before you sign.
· Take your time. If an investment is right for you, you have time to think it though.

To learn more about different types of investment scams, read [INSERT INVESTOR EDUCATION MATERIAL HERE e.g. “Protecting Your Finances”, a brochure from the Canadian Securities Administrators]. To order your free copy, or to report suspected investment fraud, call the [INSERT AGENCY NAME] toll-free at [INSERT PHONE NUMBER] or visit [INSERT AGENCY WEB SITE].
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