Protect yourself from investment fraud
When someone offers you an investment opportunity, consider this statistic before you invest: at least one in twenty Canadians is a victim of investment fraud.  However, you can protect your money by taking the time to investigate before you invest. While the name of the investment scam may change, most have two or three common warning signs that can alert you to fraud. 
Be alert to the following red flags:
· Guaranteed high returns:  A guarantee is only as good as the person offering it, and their credit rating. 

· Low risk and high returns: If it’s a high return investment, the truth is you’re putting your money at risk.

· Offshore investment opportunities:  If you send your money offshore, you lose the protection offered by [INSERT AGENCY’S] securities law.
· Tax loopholes:  You will still have to pay taxes, even after you lose your money.
Before you invest, ask yourself these questions:
Are you dealing with a registered financial adviser?

· Anyone selling securities or offering investment advice in [INSERT AGENCY] must be registered with the [INSERT AGENCY. Call the [AGENCY] toll-free at [INSERT PHONE NUMBER] to check registration.
Do you understand how the investment works?

· Make sure you get all the facts of the investment. Scam artists rely on your lack of knowledge to make money.

Have you had enough time to make a decision?

· Take your time. Don’t give in to high-pressure sales tactics.

If you’ve answered no to any of these questions, investigate further or contact your [INSERT AGENCY] to report the fraud. 
Contact the [INSERT AGENCY] to order a free [INSERT INVESTOR EDUCATION MATERIAL-- e.g. Ontario’s “Investment Fraud Checklist”] or to report suspected investment fraud. To learn more about different types of investment scams, visit [INSERT AGENCY WEB SITE] or the North American Securities Administrators Association’s (NASAA) Fraud Center at www.nasaa.org. 
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